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shaping Caroline. "If she can get the better of a gossiping
habit, of a desire to appear tres fine, and of knowing what
passes in the minds of those around, and of overhearing and
understanding their secrets, and of talking about them, she
will do very well ... I make it the daily object of my conver-
sation to urge upon her never to stoop to private concerns ... I
also took frequent opportunities of speaking very seriously to
the Princess Caroline, on her not showing due respect to the
Duchess her mother, of her sneering and slighting her; and
on this point I went perhaps beyond the bounds of decorum,
as it appeared to me of the last consequence to make her feel,
in the most strong manner, the necessity of her attending to
these sort of duties! She at first took it amiss, but very soon after
admitted the truth of what I said."
Though Caroline might, as she did on this occasion, get a
little huffed with her self-imposed instructor, his charm as a
man still held, and on her hearing that her father had suggested
that he should remain in Germany on business instead of
accompanying her to England, "she was,5' says Lord Malmes-
bury, "most extremely affected even to tears, and spoke to me
with a kindness and feeling I was highly gratified to find in her."
By February igth it had been definitely settled that they
were to go to Stade and embark from there. Two days later
the Prince sat down at Carlton House and wrote to Lord
Malmesbury, thanking him for the way he had managed
"this very tedious and trying Embassy." The Prince added
that "the temper and resignation with which the Princess is
so good as to bear with the interruptions in her journey, is
more than I fancy anyone would venture to say for me from
hence, as I assure you, all the mismanagement, procrasti-
nations, and difficulties that I have met with in the conduct of
this business on this side of the water have totally put patience
(a virtue you well know that our family in general are not
much endowed with) out of the question." It is surprising in
this letter to find the Prince referring to England as "our dear
little island," for though his behaviour often makes us wince,
his words as a rule could not be bettered.
On March 24th the royal party left Hanover. It seems that
the Duchess did not go with them any farther, as Lord Mal-
mesbury says that she was much overcome when they left,
but Caroline not at alL At Walsrode they were met by the
Duke of Brunswick. He had a long talk with Malmesbury,
telling him, among other things, that as regarded Caroline,
"All his domestic happiness depended on her doing well; that